
The Dot Man 
Grades K-2 
Inspired by: Sam “The Dot Man” McMillan 
 
Artist Sam “The Dot Man” McMillan created 
his artwork by embellishing everything with 
his signature dot pattern. He dotted 
everything around him: his bedroom set, 
clothing and more. 
 
In this activity, students will learn about 
Sam “The Dot Man” McMillan, and hear the 
book “The Dot” by Peter H. Reynold, and 
get inspired to decorate their own “house.” 
 
Objectives 

● Students will identify reasons that people create art. 
● Students will consider their own reasons for creating art.  
● Students will present their own artworks and explain the 

original inspiration behind the work. 
 

Critical Questions 
Why do people make art?  
Who is Sam “The Dot Man”? 
 
Activities 

1. Introduce. Welcome students and ask them if they have ever had a hard time starting a work of 
art. Call on some students to share about that experience. Then share the book “The Dot” by 
Peter H. Reynold, or play the audiobook. 

2. Discuss. Review the events of the book.  
a. What problem did the main character, Vashti, face in the book?  
b. How did she feel at the beginning of the book? 
c. How did Vashti solve her problem? 
d. How did she feel at the end of the book? 

3. Brainstorm. Ask the students to think about why some people create art. On a piece of chart 
paper or white board, collect the answers students come up with in a list or web.  

4. Inspire. Share the images of artwork by Sam “The Dot Man” McMillan and read the kid-friendly 
biography (found in resources) with students. Ask students  

a. What did Sam mean when he said “If we all hold hands, we can’t fight.”? 
b. Did anyone teach Sam how to paint? If not, how did he learn? 
c. Why did Sam “The Dot Man” create artwork? (add answers to the class’ brainstorm web 

from activity 3.) 
5. Create. Sam McMillan made art because it made him feel happy and made other people happy, 

too. Ask students to think about why they create artwork. Distribute printed house forms and ask 
students to color or draw with markers or crayons what they would make their house look like if 
they could build it themselves. Once houses have been designed, provide paint and paintbrushes 
for students to make dots like Sam “The Dot Man.” Finally, cut, fold and assemble houses. After 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Clpw7PG7m1Q


houses are assembled, place each house next to one another to create a neighborhood 
somewhere in the classroom.  

6. Present. Go on a neighborhood tour of students’ works and allow students to take turns being 
tour guides, explaining the idea behind their house design and reason for creating art.  

 
Materials 

● printed paper house forms 
● paint 
● paint brushes 
● markers, crayons, or colored pencils 

 
Modification/Extension 
Extension: For 1st and 2nd grade: Students write and complete the sentence starter “I make art because 
_________” on the bottom of their house before assembly to identify their reason for creating art. 
Modification: Provide bingo daubers, or allow students to use pencil erasers dipped in paint, to easily 
stamp dots on to their houses. 
 
K-2 Maryland State Visual Art Standards 
Anchor Standard 1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
E:P-2:2: Collaboratively brainstorm multiple approaches to an art or design problem in order to explore 
personal interests, questions, and curiosities 
 
Anchor Standard 3 Refine and complete artistic work. 
E:P-2:1: Use art vocabulary to share your personal work describing and summarizing process and artistic 
choices. 
 
Anchor Standard 10 Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
E:P-2:2: Identify and communicate reasons to create art outside of school. 
 
Anchor Standard 8 Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
E:P-2:2: Describe relevant subject matter and formal characteristics that communicate feelings 
associated with a work of art 
 
Sam “The Dot Man” McMillan 
1926—2018 
Kid-Friendly Bio 
 
Sam McMillan is an artist who loved to paint one thing. He painted that thing over and over again. And 
that thing was polka dots. He painted polka dots on everything! He painted them on his house, and he 
painted them on his chairs. He painted them on hats, shirts, cars, and even a guitar! He loved painting 
polka dots so much people started to call him “Sam The Dot Man.”  
 
Sam was born in North Carolina in 1926. After finishing sixth grade, he stopped going to school to help 
take care of animals on his family’s farm. As a grown up, he had many jobs before he became an artist: 
he worked in restaurants, as a chauffeur, a security guard, a groundskeeper, and he built furniture. 
 
One day when Sam was a little older, he started painting polka dots on everything he owned. He became 
known by his artist name: “Sam the Dot Man.” He traveled the country selling his artwork, and sometimes 
giving it away for free. It made lots of people happy to see the bright colors and exciting polka dots all 



over Sam’s artwork. Sam wanted to spread happiness, and for people to love one another and treat each 
other with kindness and fairness, no matter how different they might be. In some of his paintings, he 
wrote, “If we all hold hands, we can’t fight.” 
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Paper Houses Template

Instructions:
1. Cut along solid lines
2. Fold along dashed lines 
3. Cut out black sections

1-Story House
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Paper Houses Template

Instructions:
1. Cut along solid lines
2. Fold along dashed lines 
3. Cut out black sections

2-Story House



Instructions:
1. Cut along solid lines
2. Fold along dashed lines 
3. Cut out black sections © www.babbledabbledo.com

Paper Houses Template

Instructions:
1. Cut along solid lines
2. Fold along dashed lines 
3. Cut out black sections

Modern House
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